Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 01473 01 OF 02 250733Z 
17 

ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /031 W 
075967 

0 250620Z MAR 74 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6494 

SECRET SECTION 1 OF 2 JIDDA 1473 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIN, ENRG, SA 

SUBJECT: U.S.-SAUDI TRIPLE COMMISSION: SAQQAF'S VIEW 

REF: (A) STATE 45027 (B ) JIDDA 1 192 (C) JIDDA 1472 

SUMMARY: OMAR SAQQAF INITIALLY GRUMPY ABOUT PROPOSALS 
BEING CHANNELED THROUGH PRINCE FAHD BUT IS NOW 
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THREE COMMISSIONS. POINTS OUT IMPERATIVE 
THAT PROPOSALS NOT APPEAR TO BE SPLITTING SAG FROM OTHER 
ARAB STATES AND SAYS KING SHARES HIS VIEW U.S. AND 
SAUDI ARABIA MUST WORK TO DEVELOP ENTIRE ARAB WORLD. 
SEPARATE SCIENTIFIC AND ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS ARE NEEDED 
AND MILITARY COMMISSION IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. SAQQAF 
PROMISES NOT TO DISCUSS WITH OTHER ARAB STATES WITHOUT 
CLEARING WITH US AND REQUESTS SIMILAR TREATMENT. 

SAUDIS SEEM CAPTIVATED BY IDEA BUT INITIATIVE ON 
SPECIFICS WILL HAVE TO BE ALL OURS. END SUMMARY. 

1 I SAW OMAR SAQQAF BY CHANCE ON THE PLANE TO RIYADH 
THE MORNING OF MARCH 21.1 SAID I WANTED TO TALK WITH 
HIM ABOUT OUR NEW PLANS FOR COOPERATION BUT HE REPLIED 
THAT WE HAD OBVIOUSLY DECIDED TO HANDLE THIS THROUGH 
PRINCE FAHD (MINISTER OF INTERIOR) AND "IF THAT'S THE 
WAY YOU WANT IT. THAT’S THE WAY IT WILL BE." I SPENT 

THE NEXT HOUR AND QUARTER EXPLAINING THAT WE WANTED TO 
WORK WITH HIM, THAT WE NEEDED TO WORK WITH HIM. AND 
THAT HE SHOULD NOT ALLOW HIS UNHAPPINESS AT NOT HAVING 
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WITH THE PROGRESS OF THE PROPOSALS. HE FINALLY AGREED 
TO SEE ME THAT EVENING AND WE DISCUSSED THE MATTER FOR 
SEVERAL MORE HOURS. HE UNDERSTANDS THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE IDEA, WHAT IT COULD MEAN TO SAUDI ARABIA AND THE 
AREA, AND WHAT IT IMPLIES ABOUT AMERICAN ATTITUDES 
TOWARD THE ARABIS. BUT THROUGHOUT THE EVENING HE WAS 
VERY COOL. 

2. HE WENT TO RIYADH THE FOLLOWING MORNING (MARCH 23) 

AND SAW ME AT HIS REQUEST THE SAME EVENING. HE HAD 
WARMED CONSIDERABLY TOWARD THE PROPOSAL. 

3. HE SAID THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH 
KING FAISAL, FAHD AND RASHAD PHARAON (ROYAL ADVISOR), 

AND FOUND THEM ALL VERY ANXIOUS TO PROCEED WITH THE 
WORK. FAHD, HE SAID, WANTED TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
QUITE SOON-CERTAINLY BEFORE HIS TRIP TO THE UNITED 
STATES, NOW PLANNED FOR MAY. 

4. SAQQAF SAID HE WAS JUST AS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE 
IDEA AS WAS I, OR ANY OF THOSE IN RIYADH, BUT HE SAID 

WE MUST NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE ELECTRIFYING EFFECT THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCH PLAN WOULD HAVE IN THE ARAB WORLD. 

HE SAID IT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE, IF THE PLAN IS 
TO SUCCEED, THAT IT NOT BE INTERPRETED AS AN ATTEMPT 
TO SPLIT SAUDI ARABIA FROM THE OTHER ARAB STATES. IN 
FACT, IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD CLEARLY TO BE A PROPOSAL 
FOR A NEW U.S.-ARAB RELATIONSHIP, ONE IN WHICHAMERICA 
AND SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE WORKING TOGETHER TO DEVELOP THE 
ENTIRE ARAB WORLD. HE SAID THAT THIS VIEW WAS SHARED 
FULLY BY THE KING - BUT NOT RPT NOT BY PRINCE FAHD. 

5. SAQQAF PROMISED ME THAT HE WOULD UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
DISCUSS THIS WITH OTHERARAB COUNTRIES WITHOUT CLEARING 
FIRST WITH U.S. HE ASKED IF WE PLANNED TO BRIEF OUR 

ALLIES; I TOLD HIM I DID NOT KNOW, BUT BY THE SAME TOKEN 
I WOULD MAKE SURE THAT WE HAD TOLD THEM BEFORE WE RAISED 
IT WITH JAPAN OR THE EUROPEANS. 
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6. COMMENT: THE SAUDIS ARE CAPTIVATED BY THE BROAD 
PROPOSAL. THEY UNDERSTAND WHAT IT COULD MEAN FOR 
THEIR COUNTRY AND THE ARABS BUT THEY DO NOT RPT NOT 
HAVE ANY SPECIFIC IDEAS. NOR. I IMAGINE, WILL THEY 
EVER COME FORTH WITH ANY. ALL INITIATIVE WILL HAVE TO 
COME FROM US. THEY WILL BE PLEASED TO DISCUSS OUR 
PLANS AND MIGHT HAVE SUGGESTIONS OR MODIFICATIONS, BUT 
THE BASIC IDEA ORIGINATED WITH US AND WHETHER IT SUCCEEDS 
OR FAILS WILL DEPEND ON OUR WIT AND ENERGY - NOT ON 
THEIRS. 

7. SAQQAF AND ALL OTHERS I HAVE TALKED WITH 

ARE FSO FAVORABLY DISPOSED TO THE THREE-COMMISSION IDEAS, 
AT LEAST PARTI AL LY BECAUSE I HAD PRESENTED THE IDEA IN A 
VERY FAVORABLE LIGHT. I DO NOT NOW SEE ANY REASON TO 
COMBINE THE ECONOMIC/FINANCIAL WITH THE SCIENTIFIC/ 
TECHNOLOGY COMMISSIONS. THEY ARE QUITE SEPARATE MATTERS 
AND I WOULD NOT THINK WE WOULD WANT THEM CONFUSED. WE 
PLAN TO BENEFIT JUST AS MUCH AS THE SAUDIS FROM THE WORK 
OF THE FIRST COMMISSPON, BUT THERE WILL ALSO BE OBVIOUS 
BENEFITS TO OTHER SIDE. THE SECOND COMMISSION WILL BE 
ON QUITE A DIFFERENT PLANE; IT WOULD BE U.S. AND SAUDI 

MONEY PLUS AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE USED TO 
DEVELOP SOLAR ENERGY; GEOTHERMAL ENERGY; THE BRINES OF 
THE RED SEA OR CLIMATE ALTERATION. ALL OF THESE WOULD 
HAVE NO IMMEDIATE GAIN FOR EITHER SIDE ALTHOUGH THE 
POTENTIAL GAIN FOR OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND MANY OTHERS 
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COULD BE ENORMOUS. HERE WE WOULD BE ASKING THE SAUDIS 
FOR MONEY FOR SOMETHING WITH NO PROVEN OR GUARANTEED 
RETURN. IT WOULD BE A NEW CONCEPT IN THE ARAB WORLD BUT 
I'M CONVINCED WE COULD PERSUADE THEM IT SHOULD BE DONE. 

8. THE MILITARY/SECURITY COMMISSION, I BELIEVE, 

IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY. WE ARE COOPERATING WITH 
SAUDI ARABIA MOST CLOSELY IN THESE FIELDS ALREADY AND 
THEIR REMOVAL FROM THE PROPOSED AREAS OF COOPERATION 
WOULD SURELY LOSE UBSTHE SUPPORT OF PRINCE SULTAN AND 
VERY LIKELY PRINCE FAHD. ALL OTHERS WOULD WONDER WHAT 
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THIS OMISSION MEANT. THEY WOULD PROBABLY CONCLUDE THAT 
WE WERE NOT INTERESTED IN THE PROTECTION OF SAUDI ARABIA 
AGAINST RAPACIOUS NEIGHBORS - AN IMPRESSION WE WOULD 
SURELY NOT WISH TO GIVE. 
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